
Year 4 English Learning for week beginning: Monday 25th January 

Information  

English – 45 minutes for the main lesson and 15 minutes handwriting or spelling (alternating daily). 

You can choose to do either both of these in one go or do at different times in the day, whatever works 

for you. 

Mondays: 15 minutes spelling.  

Planning your own story based upon the structure of Flotsam.  

 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays: These 3 lessons will be for writing your own story – we will write 

different sections of the story on different days.  

15 minutes handwriting/spelling/handwriting.  

 

Fridays: A reading activity or reading comprehension will be set and 15 minutes spelling.  

 

Handwriting and Spellings will continue to be daily (these usually alternate). Spend 10-15 minutes on these 

please. If you want to do a little extra spelling practise: spelling - Topmarks Search 

 

Reading – Please spend 30 minutes enjoying books and reading aloud to somebody at home. Please make 

sure that you are taking a quiz one each book you read – do both quiz types please, the comprehension and 

vocabulary quizzes.  

 

I have included all the resources and worksheets below the information. You do not have to print 

everything off as sometimes you will be able to work from the worksheet. 

It is grouped in: 

Spelling activities for the week 

Handwriting activities for the week 
 

Monday 

The spelling may take longer today so spend 30 minutes on spelling and 30 minutes on the English.  

 

Spelling: Unit 14 – scanned below. Pages 58 & 59. 

• Speed spell – ask somebody at home to choose 6 words from unit 13 (last week). Can you spell 

these? 

• Complete the Spelling zone activity. 

• Complete the dots and dashes.  

• Complete the word changers activity. 

 

Orange words to learn this week: (in preparation for the jumping orange words activity on Friday). 

 

Forwards     fruit     guide     guard     heard    heart 

 

English: LO To plan and adventure story using the structure of another story as a starting point.  

Can you remember how we have written our own stories in our class? Stories we read all have a plot and a 

structure and this can simply be shown as a story mountain. We use the story mountain structure – so our 

stories have: 

• A beginning – opens the story, sets the scene, grips a reader, detailed description of setting or 

characters 

• A build up – this takes the story forward to the problem or dilemma – suspense and tension are 

built up 

• Problem/dilemma – this is where something goes wrong or there is a problem/dilemma to solve, 

include details of actions/dialogue 

• Resolution – the problem or dilemma gets resolved (sorted out) 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/search.aspx?q=spelling


• Ending – This is different to the resolution – a good ending should link back to the start – e.g. 

showing how the character is feeling or how the character or situation has changed from the 

beginning.  

 

Like we have done previously in class together, I have ‘boxed up’ the story of Flotsam. I have taken away 

lots of information and just left the ‘bones’ of the story. Have a look at this on the planning worksheet 

below. Read through it…can you recognise all parts of the Flotsam story?  

 

Today, you are going to plan your own finding story based upon the structure of Flotsam. You can use the 

planning grid & the boxing up information to help you to plan your own story. You will need to think about 

character who finds something interesting. When this is investigated it contains interesting 

ideas/facts/objects…what is going to happen? How can the character release this object? How is the 

object continued on its journey and where does it end up?  

 

• Of course, you may plan an alternative adventure story if you are struggling with using the boxing 

up process to help you.  

 

• For the next 3 English lessons, you will be writing the story. 

• Please fill in the planning worksheet using notes and then allow time to really talk through your 

story with somebody at home. Start to bring your story alive by chatting about it. 

Tuesday 

Handwriting: Unit 13. Spend 10-15 minutes practising your handwriting using the given worksheet. Just 

practise for 10 or so minutes and try your hardest to form and join those letters accurately.  

 

English: LO: In narratives, creative settings, characters and plot.  

Today we are going to write the opening and build up sections of the story we planned yesterday. The 

hardest thing is going to be slowing down and taking our time as we do not want to rush through the story. 

Remember, make every word count! 

We have written a story writing toolkit which is to be used throughout the week for our story writing 

sessions – this will help you to think about some of the important things we need to include when writing 

stories.  

The opening - What do we need to include in the setting? 

 

How can we bring the setting alive? We need to use detail and impressions. Let the setting suggest 

something about the characters.  

The setting should be used to create an atmosphere- using senses, Make the setting fascinating in some 

way – really make a reader feel as if they are in the setting. Do not rush through this – think about using 

amazing language to build up the scene.  

 

For example, the first two sentences of my story could look like this: 

 

One spring evening, as the sun was dipping its head behind the clouds, a young girl was strolling through a 

clearing in the trees. The hazy glow of the fading day cast a softness all around her as if a cloak of the 

finest silk was wrapped upon her shoulders.  

 

What do we need to include in the build up?  

What does the ‘build up’ section of the story do? We need to move our story from the setting and opening 

to the problem. The build-up does this.  

 

Use the toolkit below to help you to write the opening and build up of your story. When you have finished 

these today, read through what you have done today and mark against your toolkit as we do in class.  



Wednesday 

Spelling: Unit 14 – scanned below. Page 60. You will need somebody to work with for the 1st 2 activities.  

• Complete the dictation activity. 

 

• Play the 4 in a row game.  

• Practise your orange or red words from Monday in an interesting way – see below for some ideas.  

 
 

English: LO: In narratives, creative settings, characters and plot 

Today you are going to write the problem section of the story. Look back at your story plan and refresh 

your mind as to what you planned.  

What do we need to include in the problem section of the story? You need to make sure you follow your 

plan and again, do not rush through this.  

This is moment in the story when things go wrong! What are the characters going to do? How are they 

going to get the object he/she/they found to continue its journey? What is special about the object? 

What do they find out? What secrets does it hold?  

 

In this section, you will need to describe how different characters might react and feel about the dilemma 

in the story. How might they show their feelings in how they act?  

 

As yesterday, use the toolkit to help you to write your story. Read through what you have done today and 

mark against your toolkit as we do in class.  

 

Thursday 

 

Handwriting: Unit 14. Spend 10-15 minutes practising your handwriting using the given worksheet. 

 

English: LO: In narratives, creative settings, characters and plot 

Today you are going to finish your story off. Do not rush through the resolution and the ending, take your 

time to write your story well. 

 

What does the resolution in a story do? Is this the same as the ending? How are the ending and resolution 

different? Remember the resolution resolves/solves the problem and the ending will finish the story off. 

Look back at your planning to see how you planned your story in these sections.  

 

As in the previous days, use your toolkit to help you to write the rest of your story. 

When you have finished, read you story through and mark it against the toolkit. 

 

WELL DONE YEAR 4…good writing. 😊  

 

 

 

 

 

 Information and homework for Year 5 – Autumn Term 2018 2nd half 

Well done on the excellent effort for all your homework tasks last term – they were fantastic. This 

term we won’t include a cake option - can you guess why? 

This is your homework sheet for the next half term. Remember to also check your homework book 

and reading records as you will also write in extra things here. The timings for homework will follow 

the same as last term, so please look back at the homework sheet you had in September for 

information on how long you should spend on the different parts of homework. 

We will be continuing our ‘Journey to the Stars’ topic, but heading over the Atlantic Ocean to the 

stars and stripes… North America. In geography, we shall look at all the countries on North 

America, the climate and the varying landscape. Our homework tasks will also focus on this topic. 

Remember, have fun with these and make sure you choose three activities that you are interested 

in. Each of these activities should take you an hour to complete. You may choose when you hand 

these in across the next half term, but please complete the three before we break up for 

Christmas. You may want to spread these out or complete one a week for the first three weeks. The 

choice is yours with the topic tasks. As soon as you complete an activity, bring it in to show and claim 

your team points in your homework book. 

Homework will be set on a Friday (all tasks so you can choose how to organise this over the week) 

and homework books will be brought home on these days. Please bring books back to school on the 

Thursday. 

Daily tasks - reading, spellings and times tables. Please remember to log your reading in the reading 

record book you were given and to quiz on a book when you have finished. There are lots of ways to 

practice your times tables – perhaps try one of the spelling ideas below to help learn your times 

tables for the week. 

Mathletics – 20 minutes per week. Do not forget you can also use multiverse for practicing your 

times tables too. 

Spellings:  Each week, you will now bring home your spelling log book. The spellings for homework will 

focus on the words and spelling rules we are learning in school. Choose 10 spellings from the unit we 

are working on (you will know which unit it is so do not worry), and use the look-say-cover-write-

check sheet in your homework book to help you to learn these. You will now be given a blank sheet 

and you will choose the 10 words yourself to write on at home.  Next week, your partner will test you 

on the 10 words. If you haven’t any spellings to learn this week (as we tend to spend 2 weeks on a 

unit), go to the back of the log book and continue choose words from the y3/4 spelling list. 

Ideas for learning spellings: There are many different ways to learn spellings and using the look-

say-cover-write-check sheet is just one way. You could: 

• Try painting your words in different colours 

• Sprinkle talcum powder/flour/rice/sand/shaving foam (or something similar) in a baking tray 

and use your finger to spell out the words 

• Cut out letters from an old newspaper or magazine to make your spelling words 

• Draw a rainbow and write all your words in an arc in a different colour 

• Make a paper chain of your spelling words 

• Play hang man with a partner using your words…or come up with another idea to help learn 

your spellings and share with the class. 

Just remember to practice your spellings on three different days. If you choose not to use the 

look-say-cover-write-check sheet, just ask someone at home to sign on the sheet to say you’ve 

practiced these and then you can write a sentence to tell me the method you used this week. 

 



Friday Reading Challenge 

Spelling: Unit 14 – scanned below. Page 57. You will need somebody to work with for last activity. 

• Complete the ‘Choose the right word’ activity on p.61.  

• Ask somebody to read the 6 orange words from Monday to you and write these in the ‘Jumping 

orange words’ on page 61.  

 

Forwards     fruit     guide     guard     heard    heart 

 

 

English – Reading – To read aloud with expression to engage a reader.  

Today we are going to think about how we read out aloud. To make this interesting to a reader we need to 

make sure we use the punctuation accurately and read with expression.  

Please follow the link below for our reading today. We have included screen shots of website pages in case 

you are not able to access this at home. 

 

Reading out loud - Year 4 - P5 - English - Catch Up Lessons - Home Learning with BBC Bitesize - BBC Bitesize 

Please follow the 3 activities on this website for today’s learning. Please also read your reading book out 

aloud to somebody at home – really try to put in everything you have learnt today.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z8pbf82


This is the spelling unit you will need for Monday, Wednesday and Thursday: 

 



 

 



These are the handwriting sheets you will need for Tuesday and Thursday – 

write on the coloured lines given or in a book.  

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 



Toolkits for Tuesday’s story writing.  

 

 

 

 



Toolkits for Wednesday’s story writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toolkits for Thursday’s story writing. 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 


