
A task setting Powerpoint pack about Isambard Kingdom Brunel





'In 1831 he built the Clifton Suspension Bridge in Bristol' (slide 4) to 'In 1831, he 
began building the Clifton Suspension Bridge in Bristol. However due to financial 

difficulties and contactual disagreements, he did not complete this before his 
death and the bridge was not completed until 1864.
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What did Isambard Kingdom Brunel make?

• Isambard Kingdom 

Brunel made things 

such as ships, 

tunnels, and 

railways. 

• He created steamships 

that travelled faster 

than sailing ships 

and used coal as 

fuel.

• In 1833 he was the chief engineer for the new Great 

Western Railway, and many of the railway lines that 

he built are still used today.
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Bridges
Brunel is also famous for having designed and built some excellent bridges. 
Their designs were so good and they were so strong that they are still being 
used today.  

The Clifton Suspension bridge in 
Bristol

The Royal Albert Bridge across the river 
Tamar
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The Royal Albert Bridge

• Named after Queen 
Victoria’s Husband, 
Prince Albert.

• The bridge took 5 
years to build and 
was opened by Prince 
Albert on 2 May 
1859. Brunel died 
later that year and his 
name was then 
placed above the 
portals at either end 
of the bridge as a 
memorial.

• Before the bridge, 
people could only 
cross the river by 
boat or passenger 
ferry.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_Albert_of_Saxe-Coburg-Gotha
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Building The Royal Albert Bridge
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Building The Royal Albert Bridge
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The Royal Albert Bridge

Bridges

Notice that there is no bridge for cars across the river in this picture. Cars 
were only just being invented at this time. 
You could only cross the river by boat or on the steam train. All trains 
were steam trains, powered by burning coal.
The car bridge that we use now was built many years later.
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Brunel’s statues in Saltash



Other famous creations by Brunel include Paddington Station in London 

Photo courtesy of M&SLiterayAdventures(@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution



If you could design a bridge to cross the 
river Tamar…

• what would it look like?
• What would it be  made from?

• How would people cross it – by car, train, on foot?
• What would you call your bridge?

Photo courtesy of M&SLiterayAdventures(@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution


